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TRIBUTE TO THE UNI-CAPITOL 

WASHINGTON INTERNSHIP PRO-
GRAMME 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate a unique international ex-
change program, one in which the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure has par-
ticipated since its inception 11 years ago. 

The Uni-Capitol Washington Internship Pro-
gramme (UCWIP) matches a dozen of Aus-
tralia’s best university students to Congres-
sional offices for 2-month, full-time internships 
each January and February. The program is 
nonpartisan, bicameral, and focuses on con-
necting people for lasting education and mu-
tual understanding. It is a true exchange that 
regards its participants as young professionals 
looking to enter the working world with a head 
start of sophistication, personal growth, and 
international sensibilities. 

The Australian interns bring a hunger for 
knowledge and a passion to understand our 
national legislature from the inside out. They 
provide valuable perspectives on the public 
policy issues and challenges that they face in 
their own country. They leave with an unfet-
tered knowledge of Congress and the individ-
uals who serve the American public. 

I’ve been a proud host of an astounding 
quintet of Australia’s finest student interns: 
Narelle Hards from Flinders University in Ade-
laide, South Australia, in 2000; Louise Squire 
from the University of Western Australia in 
Perth in 2004; Lauren Reed from Deakin Uni-
versity, in the Melbourne metropolitan area of 
Victoria, in 2005; Michael Ng from the Univer-
sity of Melbourne, in 2007; and this year, 
Clara Jordan-Baird, of the University of Mel-
bourne. 

Each has brought with them knowledge of 
and passion for transportation. I recall vividly, 
for example, how Lauren Reed briefed Com-
mittee staff about her home state of Victoria 
and its compelling anti-drunk driving cam-
paign. Narelle, Louise, Lauren, Michael, and 
Clara have each contributed broadly and di-
rectly to United States-Australia relations 
thanks to their insights, observation, and help-
ing hands as our Committee workload de-
manded. 

I know that many offices on both sides of 
the aisle have enjoyed similar experiences 
with these young Australians. And I know that 
the Australians have taken home with them a 
deep sense of reality about the United States 
so often impeded by what Australians refer to 
as the ‘‘Tyranny of Distance,’’ the physical ge-
ographic distance between our two great na-
tions. Despite all of today’s technological won-
ders—from air travel to Facebook—there is 
still no substitute for a handshake and warm 
welcome. 

For this program we have to thank a long-
time former congressional staffer, Eric K. 
Federing. Eric served as the Committee’s 
communications director in the mid-1990s. 
During his personal travels to Australia, Eric 
discovered what he perceived to be a small, 
but important, gap in Australia-American rela-
tionships and he designed this program to 
help fill it. 

Madam Speaker, we should encourage 
these types of international exchanges. The 

more that we can arrange for the finest stu-
dents and young professionals from around 
the world to spend some meaningful time 
among us, the better that we will understand 
them and they will understand us. 

Both the U.S. and Australian governments 
have been supportive of UCWIP. Many other 
statements have appeared in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD over the years and there have 
been two speeches in the Australian Par-
liament in recognition of the program. I have 
been a very proud participant and look forward 
to being one for many years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE GENERAL 
OMAR NELSON BRADLEY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the late General Omar 
Nelson Bradley, hero of World War II, Amer-
ica’s last surviving five-star General, first 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and a 
proud son of Randolph County in the heart of 
Missouri’s 9th Congressional District. It will be 
my honor and privilege to participate in the 
celebration and observance of ‘‘General Omar 
Bradley Day’’ in Moberly, Missouri on Friday, 
February 12, 2010, the General’s birthday. An 
event to commemorate Moberly’s favorite son 
will be held at the Moberly High School and a 
reproduction of the portrait of General Bradley, 
which is in the Bradley corridor at the Pen-
tagon in Washington, D.C., will be unveiled 
and will hang in the foyer of the Moberly High 
School auditorium, on the south end of the 
school campus. 

I would like to recognize the members of the 
General Omar Nelson Bradley Library and Mu-
seum Committee for arranging Friday’s cele-
bration and for their tireless efforts to promote 
awareness of General Bradley’s special con-
nection to Moberly. The members of the com-
mittee are Chair Sam Richardson, City Coun-
cilman Dick Boots, City Manager Andy Morris, 
Russ Freed, Wayne Wilcox, Joe Knaebel, 
Howard Hils, and Mary Lee Noel. 

I would also like to enter an excerpt from 
the following article, ‘‘General Bradley Day 
Here Friday’’ into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This item appeared in the Monday, 
February 8, 2010 edition of the Moberly Mon-
itor-Index. 

GENERAL BRADLEY DAY HERE FRIDAY 
General of the Armies Bradley was born in 

rural Randolph County near Clark, on Feb-
ruary 12, 1893. He moved to Moberly at age 
nine and graduated from Moberly High 
School in 1911. As Moberly High School’s 
most distinguished alum, General Bradley 
went on to become a member of the United 
States Military Academy class in 1915 and 
was one of its most outstanding scholars, as 
well as a football and baseball star. 

He commanded the largest American army 
ever assembled, during the invasion of Eu-
rope in 1944, led the Veterans Administration 
after World War II, was named Army chief of 
staff in 1948 and in 1949 was promoted by 
President Harry Truman to first chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He served two 
terms as chairman of the Joint Chiefs. Brad-
ley was the youngest and last of nine Amer-
ican military officers to earn the coveted 
fifth star. 

After retirement from active duty, General 
Bradley was chairman and chief executive 
officer for the Bulova Watch Corp. Under his 
leadership, Bulova developed the Accutron 
watch, which was first developed for Amer-
ica’s military and fledgling space program. 

Bradley died in New York City on April 8, 
1981. He had participated in the inauguration 
of his friend, President Ronald W. Reagan, in 
Washington in late January 1981. Among 
those at his state funeral at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery was longtime friend and 
internationally acclaimed comedian Bob 
Hope. An avid golfer and fan of horse racing, 
and lifetime fan of baseball and college foot-
ball, Bradley lived his final years in special 
quarters built for him at Fort Bliss, near El 
Paso, Texas. Both the Sun Bowl at El Paso 
and the Independence Bowl at Shreveport 
honored Gen. Bradley during his lifetime and 
in the years since his death. 

The event at Moberly High School Friday 
is sponsored by the General Omar Nelson 
Bradley Library and Museum Committee, a 
citizen panel organized by the Moberly City 
Council last year to bring recognition to the 
community’s favorite son. 

In an October 1966 letter to former Moberly 
Mayor Will Ben Sims, General Bradley—a 
man known for his humility and modesty— 
wrote that he accepted the fact he was 
Moberly’s ‘‘favorite son’’ and that he and 
Mrs. Kitty Bradley viewed Moberly as their 
most favorite city in the whole world. 

He was an honorary member of the 
Moberly Country Club and Moberly Rotary 
Club and longtime member of the Central 
Christian Church, where he grew up. 
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IN HONOR OF AGNES TEBO 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great American, Mrs. Agnes Tebo for 
a lifetime of public service and civil rights ac-
tivism. This coming Saturday, the Monterey 
County Branch of the NAACP will honor Mrs. 
Tebo with its President’s award. I will have the 
great pleasure of attending this ceremony and 
in conveying to her the gratitude and best 
wishes of the House. I am particularly excited 
because I have been privileged for many 
years to count myself among her friends. In-
deed, she has been a great role model and in-
spiration to several generations of public serv-
ants from Monterey County. And that remains 
true today; at 95 Agnes Tebo is truly one of 
our nation’s great treasures. 

Born October 25, 1914, in Port Arthur, 
Texas, Agnes Dronet grew up in a world domi-
nated by Jim Crow’s pervasive injustice. As a 
child, she remembers learning to live with the 
separate schools, restaurants, and other hu-
miliations that so dominated the daily lives of 
Port Arthur’s African American citizens. More 
ominously, Agnes can remember the climate 
of fear created by the Klu Klux Klan through 
murders, cross burnings, and other terrorist 
acts. She recently told a reporter that ‘‘we had 
to walk a straight line or we knew we’d end up 
dead. The people who did it would brag about 
it, and nobody would do anything about it. The 
law wasn’t enforced. As a child, I just accept-
ed it. I just thought that’s how life was.’’ But 
that did not mean that Agnes thought it was 
right. In 1937, at the age of 23, Agnes found 
her way to Salinas, California, after a child-
hood spent working to help her single mother 
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support their family. She soon found work as 
a housekeeper for one of the City’s founding 
families. Several years later years later, she 
married Louis ‘‘Bonnie’’ Tebo, a former class-
mate from Port Arthur who had also relocated 
to Salinas. They were married for more than 
50 years when he died. 

While less obvious than in the South of their 
childhood, racism still found Agnes and 
Bonnie in Salinas. For example, African Amer-
icans found it next to impossible to buy prop-
erty. Realtors simply refused to show, and 
sellers to sell, property to African American 
buyers. Agnes had been a member of the 
NAACP since her teenage years in Port Ar-
thur. She drew on that experience in 1939 to 
co-found a Salinas branch. With so few Afri-
can Americans living in Salinas, they had to 
recruit white friends to join in order to meet 
the fifty member threshold for a new chapter. 
The new branch took on the property issue 
and made steady progress. With Agnes often 
leading the way over the years, they took on 
many other challenges facing people of color 
in the Salinas valley. In 2006, Agnes helped 
smooth the way for the Salinas and Monterey 
Peninsula branches to merge together into the 
Monterey County Branch. 

Despite her humble origins, Agnes has 
managed to travel the world and devote count-
less hours to aiding the needy. In 1981, for 
example, she and Bonnie helped purchase 
and distribute food, clothing and medicine to 
1,200 people in Haiti. She works as a liaison 
for the NAACP’s Jan Wright Scholarship, and 
she continues to support The Agnes and 
Bonne Tebo Scholarship at Hartnell College. 

Madam Speaker, I know that I speak for the 
whole House in extending to Agnes Tebo our 
deep gratitude for her work to improve the 
lives of her neighbors, both in Salinas and 
around the world. 
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TRIBUTE TO WIL BILLINGTON, 
TRUSTEE EMERITUS OF JOHN-
SON COUNTY COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to pay tribute to Wilbur ‘‘Wil’’ Billington, a 
former trustee of Johnson County, Kansas, 
Community College [JCCC], who recently was 
honored by JCCC’s board of trustees with the 
designation of ‘‘trustee emeritus’’, signifying an 
individual who demonstrated significant con-
tributions to the college and the community as 
a trustee. 

As a former elected trustee of JCCC, I know 
Wil Billington and am pleased to have this op-
portunity to support his award and to share 
news of it with my colleagues. The JCCC re-
cently issued a news release detailing Wil 
Billington’s designation as ‘‘trustee emeritus.’’ I 
include it with this statement and I know that 
all House members join with me in celebrating 
this award, which is richly deserved by a 
Johnson Countian who has worked diligently 
in support of higher education and economic 
development in our community. 
BILLINGTON NAMED JCCC TRUSTEE EMERITUS 

OVERLAND PARK, Kan.—At their meet-
ing Jan. 21, the Johnson County Community 

College board of trustees named Wilbur 
‘‘Wil’’ Billington as a trustee emeritus. The 
trustee emeritus designation is intended to 
recognize former trustees who demonstrated 
significant contributions to the college and 
the community as a trustee. 

Billington was nominated by Terry A. 
Calaway, JCCC president, and Ben Craig, a 
longtime supporter of JCCC, who cited 
Billington’s support of education in the state 
of Kansas and in Johnson County. Billington 
is the second trustee to receive emeritus rec-
ognition. The first was Virginia Krebs, who 
was named trustee emeritus in October 2008. 
Billington will be honored in person at a fu-
ture board meeting. 

‘‘Wil Billington’s vision as a trustee gave 
Johnson County Community College a secure 
foundation on which to build,’’ Calaway said. 
‘‘Naming him as a trustee emeritus is a fit-
ting way to remember and honor his edu-
cational leadership.’’ 

From 1962 to 1968 Billington was a member 
and president of the local board for School 
District No. 110, one of the largest K–6 school 
districts in Johnson County before its con-
solidation as part of the unified Shawnee 
Mission district. As such, Billington was ap-
pointed to the Advisory Council for Commu-
nity Colleges that made recommendations to 
the Kansas Board of Education for the cre-
ation of new colleges under the Kansas Com-
munity College Act of 1965. He served as 
chairman of the Master Planning Committee 
for Post-secondary Education in Kansas in 
the early 1970s. 

In Johnson County, Billington was asked 
by the county commissioners to chair a com-
mittee that would study the feasibility of 
creating a community college here. The 
group published a written report unani-
mously recommending the creation of such a 
college in Johnson County. Billington was 
elected to the college’s first board of trustees 
in 1967, receiving the largest plurality of 
votes among approximately 30 candidates, 
serving from 1967 until 1975. As chairman of 
the board, Billington and his fellow trustees 
produced the college’s ‘‘Blue Book,’’ a work-
ing philosophy that helped guide the selec-
tion of administrators and the development 
of the college’s curriculum for the following 
decades. 

In January 2000, the JCCC library was 
named for Billington in recognition of his 
years of support of the college. 

Billington worked for the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Kansas City for 35 years, retiring as 
executive vice president. 
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‘‘THE SOCIAL SECURITY DIS-
ABILITY APPLICANTS’ PROFES-
SIONAL REPRESENTATION ACT 
OF 2009’’ 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 4532, the Social Security 
Disability Applicants’ Access to Professional 
Representation Act of 2009, which will author-
ize the permanent extension of the attorney 
and non-attorney fee-withholding provisions 
passed under the Social Security Protection 
Act of 2004. This important legislation will 
guarantee that seniors have access to the pro-
fessional representation needed to secure the 
benefits that they deserve. 

I thank Chairman RANGEL for his leadership 
in bringing this bill to the floor. I would also 
like to thank the author of this legislation, Con-

gressman TANNER, for his hard work and de-
termined efforts to ensure that Americans are 
able to achieve financial security and stability 
in their old age. 

Madam Speaker, for seniors, getting Social 
Security benefits can be a rigorous process. 
Many seniors rely on professional representa-
tives to help them complete applications, ob-
tain medical evidence, and prepare them-
selves and other witnesses for hearings. H.R. 
4532 will permanently extend critical provi-
sions passed under the Social Security Pro-
tection Act of 2004 that allow representation 
fees to be withheld from Social Security Insur-
ance (SSI) applicants’ past-due benefits and 
paid directly to representatives. H.R. 4532 will 
also extend provisions that make qualified 
non-attorney representatives eligible to be 
paid through fee-withholding. 

The provisions set to be extended by H.R. 
4532 will provide easy access to the qualified 
representation that many seniors need in 
order to secure their benefits. This legislation 
is especially important in these tough eco-
nomic times. With limited income and in-
creased health care needs, seniors across the 
country—and especially in my home State of 
California—have been hit particularly hard by 
the ongoing economic recession. Now, more 
than ever, we need to help the elderly access 
the benefits that they need to achieve financial 
stability. 

In conclusion, I support this bill because it 
will make the Social Security system more fair 
and easy to use for the 63,000 seniors in my 
district and millions more across the country. 
In order to uphold our obligation to senior citi-
zens we must provide them with the resources 
needed to take advantage of available bene-
fits. By helping senior citizens get the benefits 
they need, the Social Security Disability Appli-
cants’ Access to Professional Representation 
Act of 2009 represents a much needed re-
sponse to our Nation’s current economic chal-
lenges. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 4532. 
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TRIBUTE TO OUTSTANDING LIFE-
TIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
WINNER JOE ANDERSON 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of San Clemente, California are 
exceptional. San Clemente has been fortunate 
to have dynamic and dedicated community 
leaders who willingly and unselfishly give their 
time and talent and make their communities a 
better place to live and work. Joe Anderson is 
one such individual. On February 25, 2010, 
Joe will be honored at the San Clemente 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting and 
Award Ceremony where he will receive the 
2009 Outstanding Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

Joe was raised in Southern California and 
graduated from Arizona State University with a 
B.S. Degree in Economics. He is a Chartered 
Life Underwriter, a professional designation 
conferred by the American College, Bryn 
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